
A Joyful Noise 
By Rev. Todd Farnsworth 

Psalm 98 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he 

has done marvelous things; his right 

hand and his holy arm have worked 

salvation for him. 2 The Lord has 

made his salvation known and 

revealed his righteousness to the 

nations. 3 He has remembered his 

love and his faithfulness to Israel; all 

the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 4 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant 

song with music; 5 make music to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound 

of singing, 6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—shout for joy before the 

Lord, the King. 7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 

in it. 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;  let them 

sing before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 

righteousness  and the peoples with equity. 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Heifer 

Everywhere you gooo-- 

Take a look at the garden stones 

Keychains you want to own 

And flower pots you’ll want to buy for home! 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Heifer 



Watch your money switch 

From some birds or-i-gaa-mi 

To hives that are full of bees 

And wall plaques turn to goats and quacks galore! 

Today is the Heifer project fair and the children have been busy across the 

street creating justice out of junk! They have been hard at work gluing and 

molding and painting and learning about making a joyful noise unto the 

Lord, singing a new song so that people who we don’t even know can have 

a shot at living without economic fear. 

For those of you who don’t know about Heifer (and this is from their website 

where you can read more: We believe that the collective power of 

economic development, food security and nutrition, and environmental 

sustainability can empower small-scale farmers on the path to living 

incomes. When those components are multiplied by the positive impacts of 

gender equality and social capital, communities achieve greater resilience 

and a sustainable reduction in hunger and poverty. 

Achieving a living income means that all the income of a household 

earned/generated or transferred, whether cash or in-kind, is sufficient to 

enable all members of the household to afford a decent standard of living. 



Additionally, families can educate all their children and feed themselves 

nutritious food every day, and have proper housing, water, hygiene and all 

other essential resources. We are working to establish living income 

benchmarks for all program areas. 

It is a living example of today’s psalm as it gives us an opportunity to 

witness God’s right hand and holy arm working salvation not only for 

ourselves, but an economic justice for all the world. God judges the world 

with equity. The psalmist notes that our God is not just in it for US, but 

levels the field across the globe. Heifer.org acts in that spirit by using our 

local kids talent to raise money to buy bees, or bunnies, or goats or 

whatever else the older kids decide upon, to enter into Heifer’s model of 

providing starter livestock to economically impoverished communities, to 

create a business, to become seed stock for another recipient.  The sharing 

of God’s blessing goes on and on in Heifer’s model and if we participate in 

it with open hearts and open wallets, we too receive the blessing of singing 

God’s new song...which isn’t really new...perhaps we just haven’t been 

listening, or crooning along.  

https://www.heifer.org/


The point of Heifer Fair isn’t the money raised, (although that is certainly an 

important component), but the awareness raised that people of all ages can 

participate in the countercultural song of God’s justice. 

● The children have been learning about need. 

● The children have been learning about compassion. 

● The children have been learning that they have gifts that can 

translate into real change for the people who will receive those gifts. 

● The children will learn today (if we enter into a financial transaction 

with them) that the objects they created with value can bring a 

different kind of value to the people who will receive assistance 

through Heifer. Our transactions will bring education, health, security 

to God’s people around the world. 

● The children will learn today that when we support one another’s 

cause we become part of a system of caring, a system of real 

change, that sings a different tune than the dog eat dog song that is 

often on the lips of our culture. We sing the song of this Communion 

table before us. We sing of everyone being welcome, everyone being 

fed, everyone being blessed...and that’s a new song, a different song, 

a song of universal salvation! 



Sing to the Lord a new song,   For God has done marvelous things; his right 

hand and his holy arm  have worked salvation for him. 2 The Lord has made 

his salvation known  and revealed his righteousness to the nations… 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Heifer 

Everywhere you gooo-- 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;  let 

them sing before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge 

the world in righteousness  and the peoples with equity. 

Let us put our hands together and celebrate this different way of singing, in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 


